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Concern about the present and future of modern cities
coupled with increased research on ancient cities has
led archaeologists to consider how and why ancient
cities emerged, flourished, and (in some celebrated
cases) collapsed. In a forthcoming edited volume,
“Early Cities and Comparative History,” these topics are
explored in a global perspective. In this lecture,
significant findings depicted in the volume will be
discussed, also the history of research on early cities
and the meaning of early cities in the past and present.


