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„Jomon of Japan: sustainable, resilient, precocious“

The societies that inhabited the Japanese archipelago from the development of the first ceramic contai-
ners 16,000 years ago to the appearance of rice farming 2500 years ago, were among the most innovati-
ve and creative of prehistoric foragers. 

This talk will consider the resources that facilitated the success of the Jomon tradition: from nuts to obsi-
dian, from salmon to clay, and from lacquer to jade. I will also address how archaeologists can develop 
methodologies for approaching the ways in which these Jomon foragers perceived the environments in 
which they lived.
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